Pre-Calculus 11
Chapter 7: Absolute Value and Reciprocal Functions

7.1 Absolute Value

Absolute value: For a real number, g, the absolute value is written as Ial )

Essentially, to take the absolute value of a number means to ask how far away it is from zero.

e The absolute value of a positive number is always positive.

7|=7

e The absolute value of a negative number is always positive.
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Example: Write two different absolute value expressions to represent the distance between points

A and B.
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Example: Use absolute value symbols to write an expression for the length of each horizontal or
vertical line segment.
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Graphing Review-

We will need to use our knowledge of graphing linear and quadratic functions in this unit.

Example: Graph each function. Clearly label axes and scale.
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